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Christian Life Center has been a 
part of the community in Merced, 
California, since 1972, when a group 
of 14 people met in a small gathering 
space for worship. The congregation 
grew from 14 to several hundred, and 
within a few years, the church was able 
to purchase the land at the existing 
church site and build a sanctuary. 
The church renovated and expanded 
the original facility in 2004, and in 
2006 completed the construction 
of a 14,490 square foot gymnasium 
and multipurpose facility called the 
Family Life Center, paving the way for 
expanded community outreach and 
greater impact by the church on its 
neighborhood. 

Over the years, the church financed 
its projects with conventional 
commercial loans, typically with five 
year maturities. Since interest rates 
generally had been declining over those 
years, this solution seemed appropriate.  
However, when the financial crisis 
arrived in 2008, the church’s lender 
experienced difficulties, and responded 
by sometimes shortening the maturities 
of loans. Even though the church had 
always performed on its loans, it was 
required to renew its two separate 
notes repeatedly over a period of just a 
few years.  Frustration with the lender 
began to grow.

 
THE ZIEGLER DIFFERENCE 

When Ziegler’s bankers first introduced 
long term, fully amortized financing 

as a solution, the church staff was 
immediately interested. They saw 
in Ziegler’s solution an opportunity 
to eliminate exposure to interest 
rate risk as economic projections 
began to shift. The church’s board 
of directors also recognized that 
Ziegler’s solution would eliminate 
the need to invest staff time, energy, 
and money in repeated renewals 
of conventional loans, freeing up 
human and financial resources for 
the work of ministry.  

In August 2016, Ziegler closed the 
financing, providing the church 
with a 25-year, fixed rate financing 
structure. Proceeds of the loan were 
used to refinance the ministry’s 
outstanding debt incurred to 
construct the Family Life Center.

“We truly were impressed 
with Ziegler being so 
professional and thorough. 
The best financial 
organization we have 
worked with.”  

Gwen Breinig
Administrative Pastor 
Christian Life Center

This client’s experience may not be representative of the  
experience of other clients, nor is it indicative of future  
performance or success. 
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